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a very uncommon personality, but did not appreciate the
magnitude of his intellectual power. They regarded him
as the most genial and amusing companion. The most
serious students were shocked by the irregularity of his
working habits. G. W. EL Tayler has described the
expressiveness of Maxwell's countenance as he listened to
lectures. He listened with entire concentration, and his
features showed an acuity of intellect. Sometimes he
smiled slightly as a point became clear to him or an amusing
fancy flitted across his mind. Tayler records that he dis-
liked the repetition of speculations from books. He pre-
ferred any original speculation and quaint original books
that stimulated it, such as Sir Thomas Browne's Religio
Medici.
In January, 1854, he sat for the examination. He told
a friend that his mind was blank when he entered the hall
for the first paper, but presently it became preternaturally
clear. When he left he was dizzy and staggering. His
old school-fellow Tait, who had been Senior Wrangler in
the previous year, said that no good student had ever
entered the examination worse prepared than Maxwell.
But largely through a concentrated mental effort he gained
second place in the competition.
The first place was won by E. J. Routh, a very capable
and talented mathematician, whose facility, like Stephen
Parkinson's, the senior to Thomson, had gained more marks
than the genius of his competitor.
Maxwell's father was pleased by the result, writing that
he had gained a higher place than was generally expected,
and that he would call on his old mathematics teacher and
congratulate him on his pupil's success.
He did not publish any original researches in the four
years separating his departure from Edinburgh University
and his graduation at Cambridge. Thomson published a
dozen papers, including several of high importance, in the
parallel period. Considering the brilliance of the start of
Maxwell's researches at the age of fourteen, the output
during the succeeding nine years was small. At twenty-
three he had published only four papers. Some have